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balloons have burst and descended Prof. Her-gesell made many observations in our neighborhood, and informed us that if we could send our airship up to an altitude of about ten miles we should find there a wind blowing two hundred miles per hour toward the Pole, but that the temperature would be seventy to eighty below zero.
We also enjoyed the visit this summer of a Dutch war vessel which had been sent to Spitsbergen by the government of Holland instructed to gather up the remains of the Dutch sailors which had lain for two centuries upon and near to Smeerenburg, to give the bones decent interment, and to erect a suitable monument over the spot. This task the officers of the vessel carried out to the letter; and thus all that remains of the whaling city of two centuries ago is a huge common grave and a neatly decorated and inscribed stone over it. We found these Dutch officers charming gentlemen, and their visit made an agreeable break in. the routine of our lives.
Early in September we returned to Europe, resolved to renew the campaign the following spring.